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“There can be no keener 
revelation of a society's soul than 
the way in which it treats its 
children.”  

 

 

Nelson Mandela 



Why does business care about 
early childhood? 

“Because the first step in the process of producing 
globally competitive adults is to produce school 
ready five year olds.  After about 15 years of effort, 
the Business Roundtables and Chambers of 
Commerce in every state now supports early 
childhood investment” 

 

Rob Dugger, Ready Nation 2016 
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Reasons for investing in early child 
development 

 

• Dry economic logic – high returns to investing in 
children  

 

• More so, beyond pure economic reasons, it relates to 
social linkages- abilities to live with others, to 
participate in social activities and avoid social 
disasters (A. Sen), i.e development that improves 
people’s lives by improving peoples’ capabilities.  
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2000 
7 countries 

2007 
40 countries 

2014 
68 countries  

Countries with a 

national multi-sectoral 

early childhood 

development policy 

instrument in 2014 

Source:  Lancet 2016 



Risk varies significantly by low,  

middle and upper-middle income countries 

Latin America and 
Caribbean:  
• 15% stunted 
• 18% at risk of extreme 

poverty 

Sub-Saharan Africa :  
• 39% stunted  
• 66% at risk of extreme 

poverty 

South Asia:  
• 40% stunted  
• 53% at risk of 

extreme 
poverty 

Europe & Central 
Asia:  
• 17% stunted 
• 19% at risk of 

extreme poverty 

Source:  Lancet 2016 



Free pre-primary education  

Source:  Lancet 2016 



 
Multi-sectoral intervention packages to improve 

child development 

• Access to quality services, skills building, 
support 

Family Support & 
Strengthening 

Package 

• Care and protection of mothers’ and fathers’ 
physical and mental health and wellbeing, and 
their capacity to provide nurturing care 

Multigenerational 
Nurturing Care 

Package 

• Integrates support for young children with 
parental and caregivers’ support to create a 
nurturing learning environment 

Early Learning & 
Protection Package 

Source:  Lancet 2016 





• Source of the above slides:   

– CDC, Harvard University 

– Lancet 2016 


